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Happy New Year!
Hope the end to
the holiday season finds
you and your four paw
family members happy
and in good health. The
days are starting to get
longer and it will be
springtime before we
know it. Now, about those
resolutions, you have
made yours but have you
considered how to
include your pet? It is a
good time to take an
inventory of your
heartworm and flea
preventatives, have you
been regular on them, is
your pet up to date on
advised vaccines and
parasite checks, have
they had a dental exam
lately, could they stand to
lose a little weight, etc.
Florida is one of
the heartworm and
parasite capitals of the
country! Even if your cat
is indoors or if your dog
“only goes outside to go
to the bathroom,” he or
she needs to be on
heartworm prevention
every month of the year.

All it takes is missing
two consecutive
months of preventative
for a pet to be at risk for
infection. Cats do not
have to be tested to
safely be put on
preventative, but dogs
do. Therefore, if you
have a dog and have
missed two or more
months consecutively,
we need to do a
heartworm test before
getting your pet back
on a preventative. If
you restart a heartworm
product without testing
and the dog is
unknowingly heartworm
positive, it can cause
serious adverse
reactions, in some
cases even death!
Heartworm
preventatives also carry
intestinal parasite
prevention. They are
not a treatment if your
pet has a parasite, but
the preventative does
make it less likely for
your pet to contract
one. A fecal parasite

check is advised
annually for every pet,
but especially those that
have been off heartworm
preventative because
they are at a higher risk.
Even if you do not have
a flea problem, many
pets have allergies to
fleas, fleas and ticks can
transmit diseases, and
they are simply not nice
to have in the house!
Therefore, even if you do
not think you need it, I
still advise flea, if not flea
and tick prevention,
monthly for pets in
Florida. Contact us to
discuss which of the
many preventatives on
the market would be best
for you and your pet.
For the majority of
pets a routine vaccine
schedule is recommended;
however, a full exam every
6-12 months is advised
regardless of if your pet is
in need of preventative
vaccines or not. Even in
those pets with medical
conditions where vaccines
are not advised, it is still
very important for us to
evaluate your pet and
discuss other forms of
preventative care, such as
lab work, dental care, etc.
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We try to tailor our vaccine
protocol to each individual patient
and I would be more than happy to
discuss it with you at the time of
exam. I also advise annual, if not
biannual, dental exams for every
pet to help in early detection and
treatment of dental disease. That
bad breath does not have to be
that way! Usually the odor is from
bacteria build up in the tartar in the
mouth. We can help you with
that.
Let us help you ring in a
New Year with a healthy pet.
Contact us to see if your pet is up
to date on routine care, if you have
questions about preventatives, if
you would like your pet to have a
dental exam, etc. We are at your
service to try to keep your pet
happy and healthy for as long as
we can.

The Whole Kitten Kaboodle
A Life Saving Organization of Abandoned Kittens

These 12 week old, female kittens have had their first round of
vaccinations, are dewormed, and FIV/Feleuk Negative. They
were hand raised around other cats and dogs, so they get
along with both! They are litter trained and are already eating
hard food. Please call Julie if you have any questions or are
interested in adopting one or both of them!
727-733-9351
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